
Animal Issues Committee 
September 1st, 2016
Minutes


· Attendees: Kevin Beam (Alvarado Veterinary), Debye Humphrey (Home At Last Animal Haven), Larry Woolley (Precinct 4 Commissioner), Jerry Stringer (Precinct 3 Commissioner), Gretchen Altaras (BAS/HEART Initiative), and Breanna Evatt (Johnson County Emergency Management).


· Texas A&M

· Texas A&M came to Johnson County back in June to tour Sheriff’s Posse again and Diamond W-which will most likely become the primary location during a disaster situation. It is very close to the Alvarado Veterinary Clinic, has more space, air conditioned, and is less likely to become flooded. 
· They have written a rough draft of the VMO piece- please contact me if you would like a look at it.
· They will be coming back to Johnson County on October 12th to meet with the veterinary clinics that will participate with assisting displaced animals during a disaster. The three clinics that are participating so far are: Alvarado Veterinary Clinic, Blue Moon Veterinary Services, and Nolan River Animal Hospital. If your clinic would also like to be a participant, contact Breanna. 
· Texas A&M may be coming to our next AIC meeting to discuss what exactly their role would be if they were deployed to Johnson County during a disaster.


· Member Discussion

· We discussed that it is not only important to have a plan A, B, & C, but numerous potential locations after those as well, such as empty warehouses and airport hangers.
· Plan A – Diamond W
· Plan B – Sheriff’s Posse
· Plan C – Somervell County Expo Center
· We will have this information on the county website under Animal Issues Committee so that the public will know where to take their animals during a disaster. We also discussed potentially having that information on the sign in front of Diamond W so that citizens driving by would see it and would know for future reference.
· We talked about small details, such as where to get food and where to get laundry done – but for now we will mainly focus on the first response part if something was to happen, such as equipment needed (vehicles, trailers, spot lights, and volunteers).
· We will be making a list of volunteers who could be called and a list of their resources along with their contact information. This will be beneficial for us so that we can have a master list and be able to look up what we need and who we need to call for it.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We could potentially hold a training for citizens to become certified in animal emergency response so that they are registered and could effectively help during a disaster. 
· 4th Annual North Texas Safety & Preparedness Fair

· September 16th from 2pm-7pm at the Johnson County Sheriff’s Posse
· AIC will have a booth there to educate the public on animal safety and information about the AIC and to take their animals to Diamond W during a disaster.
· There will also be a roster for volunteers to sign up to offer their equipment and resources
· Joshua Animal Control will be conducting microchipping

· Next meeting

November 17th 7:00 p.m. at the Johnson County EOC

